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Genealogy for the Gregory Family  

 

A) John Gregory. Born in Lasham, Hampshire, England in 1727, he was baptized in the local St-Mary’s 
Church on 8 Sept 1727.  His parents were named John and Mary Gregory, based upon the entry of 
the baptism in the parish records. 1  I have no information on his occupation, but there is a record of 
marriage: to Mary Brambly, on 1 Feb 1758.  They are both cited as being “of Lasham”.2  There is 
some suggestion that Mary had been born on 16 May 1741, in nearby Alton, but it is difficult to 
ascertain if this is specifically her. They would have five children that I have uncovered records for. 
John would die on 28 Feb 1780, to be buried in the churchyard of St-Mary’s3 on 1 Mar.4  It’s almost 
impossible to follow Mary and the best I have found to date, possibly her, is a burial of a Mary 
Gregory on 8 Apr 1792 in Lasham;5  no corresponding stone has survived and no indicator of where 
she might have been buried in relation to John’s headstone;6 as there appear to have been other 
Gregorys in the village, this makes it difficult to pin this as her. She might have moved in with one of 
her adult children and family, as often happens, but I cannot find any proof in this case.  Her grave is 
not cited while her husband’s is, in the will of son James; this gives me pause, for I would have 
imagined James to refer to his parents’ graves rather than only his father’s. 

 

1) John Gregory (Jr) was the eldest child of John and Mary.  He was born in June 1765 and 
baptized in Lasham on 16 June 1765.7  By 1789, John was living in New Alresford, Hampshire, 
set up as a tailor and draper.  The following year, on 30 August, he married local girl Hannah 
Morley at St Maurice church; He 25 yrs old, she 20, she born in 1770.  Hannah was the daughter 
of Edward Morley, a cork cutter in Winchester, Hampshire.8  They would have six children:9 
Sarah (b. Dec 1791), Mary Gregory (b. Mar. 1792), Harriett (b. Nov 1793), James (b. Apr 
1796), William (b. Apr 1798), and Elizabeth (b. May 1799).  William would go on to apprentice 
under his uncle James as a watch and clockmaker. John died in 1801, age 36, and buried on 4 Sep 
1801 in New Alresford.10  Hannah raised the children in New Alresford, dying at age 74 in 1844, 
and buried on 24 Mar.11 

a. Sarah: She is directly mentioned in the will and testament of Uncle James;12 without 
this, I would barely have any mention of her at all.  Per James’ will, she appears to have 
married a Stephen Parker, of either London or Westminster.  There is a record of a 
Sarah Gregory having baptized in London on 7 Dec 1791,13 but the father attested is 
“Percival” in the original document and therefore I am not convinced this is her, the 
more so as it isn’t in New Alresford or immediate area.  Or perhaps there might be a 
salacious tale behind her birth.  In any event, there’s a record of Sarah having gotten 
married to Stephen Parker on 15 February 1813 at St-Mary Le Bone, Marylebone Rd.14 
in Westminster.15  This Sarah died in the parish of Ste-Mary-Le-Bone, London, England, 
on 15 Aug 1830.16  She and her husband Stephen were important enough to be 
remembered by Uncle James, and she certainly warrants further research. 

b. Mary: Baptized 30 Mar 1792, New Alresford, Hampshire, England.17  
c. Harriett: Baptized 27 Nov 1793, New Alresford, Hampshire, England.18  She married 

William Moody, a confectioner in Basingstoke, on 8 Sep 1829 at St-Mary’s Church in 
Lambeth, Surrey, England.19  They lived in Basingstoke, and had three children that I’ve 
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found to date: James (b. 1831); William (b. 1832); Edwin (b. 1835).  Harriet died on 5 
Jan 1875 in Basingstoke.20 

d. James: Baptized 13 Apr 1796, New Alresford, Hampshire, England.21 
e. William: Baptized 21 Apr 1798, New Alresford, Hampshire, England.22  See his bio 

below ↓ 
f. Elizabeth: Baptized 16 Aug 1799, New Alresford, Hampshire, England.  Would die 

over a year later on 16 Sep 1800.23 
2) James Gregory. The second child in the family. Born and baptized on 29 May 1767 in 

Lasham.24  By 1790, at age 23, James had set up on Winchester Street, Basingstoke,25 as a 
watchmaker, clock maker, seller of musical instruments, and also a seller of lottery tickets.26 On 
21 Feb 1826, James penned his last will and testament; this proved invaluable for identifying who 
he was and his immediate family members for building this family tree.  He did not marry and 
had no children, but aside from the portions given to various family, he left his house and 
business entirely to his nephew William, son of the late John Gregory of New Alresford.27  
James penned his last will and testament on 21 Feb 1826.  This would prove the “Rosetta Stone” 
in putting together the family.28  He died in Mar 1825 and was buried alongside his father29 in 
Lasham on 5 March 1825, per his final request.30 

3) Job Gregory. The third child in the family.  He was born on 3 July 1770 and baptized on the 
22d.31  He seems to disappear from the record after this; he is not mentioned in Jame’s 1826 will, 
so perhaps Job had died before this?  He may well have died very young, which might explain 
why there are no children bequeathed to by James.  If this is the case, I would expect that he 
would have been buried in Lasham, although I cannot find evidence of this in the Lasham Parish 
records of burials.  There are some contemporaneous Job Gregorys but nothing to convince me 
that they are THIS Job Gregory. 

4) Mary Gregory. The fourth child. Named for her mother, she was born on 6 May 1776 and 
baptized on 9 June.32  She (a spinster at age 26) would marry Abraham Cox (1777-1832) (age 25) 
on 21 October 1802 in Basingstoke, Hampshire, England.33  The key to knowing this comes 
from Jame’s 1826 last will and testament.  Abraham was a tailor on Winchester St in 
Basingstoke.34  They had three children: Mary (baptized on 4 Sep 1803.  Birth within several 
weeks before this date.)35; Abraham (baptized 28 Aug 1807.  Born earlier this month)36;  Ann 
(baptized 10 Mar 1809.  Perhaps born earlier in March).37  

a. Mary: Married Henry Willis in Basingstoke, 26 Apr 1840.38  They lived on Church St.  
She died 30 Nov 1876 in that town, and was buried on 4 Dec.39 

b. Abraham Jr: Married Mary Ann Martin on 29 July 1832.  She would die in 1840,40 and 
Abraham remarried to Henrietta Augusta Clift on 1 Aug 1843. Abraham died on 23 
Aug 1846 in Basingstoke,41 and buried two days later.42 

c. Ann: Married Godfrey John Baynes (1804-1890) 22 March 1831 Basingstoke, 
Hampshire.43 Five children: Anne (b. 1834, and died at age 7 yrs)44; Thomas Clarke 
(1836- 1903); Blanch (b. 1838: married Deane Smith in 1858 and removed to Wales); 
Ernest Arnold (b. 1839. Emigrated to Vancouver, Canada, there dying in 1922)45; and 
Alfred Cox (b. 1842, and only lived 14 days).  They lived in Chiswick, Greater London 
in 1841, then in Milton, Kent by 1851, but in Gravesend, Kent, by 1881. Ann died 27 
May 1883 in Gravesend and is buried there.46   
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 William Gregory.  Born in Apr 1798, New Alresford, Hampshire, England to John Gregory and 
Hannah Morley. He would be baptized on 21 Apr.47  His father died in 1801 when William was three, 
and mother Hannah raised the children as a single parent.  In about 1810/11, when William was 
12/13, he was sent into Basingstoke to apprentice under his uncle James in the shop, learning to be a 
watchmaker/clockmaker.  In his will,48 James left the building and business to nephew William, 
which became de facto in Mar 1825.  On 6 Aug 1827, William married49 Mary Skinner (1794-1876) 
and she moved into the Winchester St house and shop.  William continued to business, and they 
raised three children: James (b. 1 Jul 1828 in Winchester St, Basingstoke. Baptized 27 July.)50  He 
learned to be a clockmaker.51 ; William Jr. (b. 15 Sep 1829, 52 Winchester St, Basingstoke. Baptized 
28 Dec.)53  William Jr would be the heir to the family business; and Harriett (b. 1 June 1832, 
Winchester St, Basingstoke. Baptized 10 June)54  William Sr brought his sons up in the trade, and in 
January 1850, moved the shop to the new location of 5 Winchester St from the original location a 
rod or two down the street where James had first set up business.55  William Sr died on 8 June 1860 
and would be buried at Holy Ghost Cemetery (AKA South View Cemetery) on 12 June in plot “I (or 
J) 14”.56  Age 62, Silversmith, Winchester Street, Basingstoke.57  Mary remained at Winchester St with 
her son and daughter-in-law and the grandkids until her son’s death in 1870.  Mary then removed to 
live with her widowed daughter Harriett in Lambeth, then Clapham, until her death there on 14 
January 1873.58  She’d be buried at St Mary’s Cemetery (AKA Battersea Rise Cemetery) in nearby 
Battersea, Surrey, England59 on the 21st. 

o James. He has been a little bit elusive for me.  In 1851, at the age of 23, he is still residing at 
home and making/repairing clocks under his father’s tutelage.60  He appears to have left 
Basingstoke, for he is not interred in the city per any records of burial.  There is some 
suggestion that he may have emigrated to America, but there are too many James Gregorys 
without sufficient evidence of who is who in regards to our man.  From my vantage point, 
he seems to fall off the edge of the earth.  

o William Jr. Would become a watchmaker.61  He would marry Sarah Ann Penton (b. 1832: 
Basingstoke) on 9 January 1855 in Basingstoke, Hampshire.62  Sarah moved into the 
Winchester St home to live with her in-laws.  When William Sr. died, 4 ½ yrs later, William 
Jr took over as head of the family business, teaching his wife the trade. Watchmaker, 
silversmith, jeweler.  They would have six children: Sarah Ann “Annie”; Harriett; William 
Skinner; James; Thomas Skinner; Charles. See below ↓   William was apparently sickly 
late in life and died,63 age 41, on 5 December 1870.  He would be buried in Holy Ghost 
Cemetery64 on 12 December;65 plot G15166  Widow Sarah Ann continued the business, 
raising her children to assist in the shop.  She would be known as “S.A. Gregory” and some 
references can be found to her as such, including a photo of the shop taken for the 1887 
“Queen’s Jubilee” of Queen Victoria. More on Sara Ann below ↓ 

o Harriett. She would marry John Bullions in Stockwell, Surrey, England,67 on May 11, 1855, 
when she was 22 years old.  They would have two children before John’s death on 16 
December 1865 in Clapham: William Gregory (b. Aug. 1856) and Mary Skinner (b. Dec. 
1860).  John would be buried in Battersea.  Harriett’s mother Mary would move in with her 
and the children in 1870 after the death of Mary’s husband.  John was buried at St Mary’s 
Cemetery (AKA Battersea Rise Cemetery) in nearby Battersea, Surrey, England.68  Harriett 
would still be living in Clapham, part of the borough of Lambeth, Surrey, England when she 
died on 24 May 1919.69 
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 Sarah Ann (Penton) Gregory: Born to Charles and Sarah Penton in 1832, baptized on 14 
February.70 Her father Charles had been a coal merchant. She is listed as a resident in the Winchester 
St home in the census of 1861,71 and by the 1871 census,72 she is listed as a watchmaker in her own 
right.  As the children were too young to have been tutored much by their father, Sarah Ann was the 
primary source for the children to learn the trade.  By the 1881 census,73 Sarah Ann is listed as a 
“jeweler”, which seems to be freely interchangeable with “watchmaker” and “silversmith”.  Sarah 
Ann died on 12 December 1901 of pneumonia at the Winchester Street home.74  She would be 
buried in Holy Ghost Cemetery75 on 16 December,76 plot G151. 

o Sarah Ann “Annie”: Baptized on 9 Nov 1855 in Basingstoke.77  It appears that she learned 
at least some of the tasks and skills required for running the family shop and perhaps even 
doing work on watches and jewelry.78  She was active in her local St-Michael’s Anglican 
Church, teaching Sunday school, singing in the choir, and superintending the Mother’s 
Meeting at the May-Street Mission Room.79  Never married.  She died at age 56 on 14 
February 191280 and was buried next to her mother at the Holy Ghost Cemetery81 (South 
View Cemetery) on the 17th.82 

o Harriett “Hartie”:  Born in October 1857, she would be baptized on 10 January 1858.83  
She married 11 February 1895, at age 37, to Arthur James Lear (1864-1897),84 a solicitor.  
No children.  They lived at 29 Beaconsfield Rd in Basingstoke.  Arthur was hit by a train and 
died on 24 August 1897;85  After Arthur’s death, widow Harriet opened her home for her 
surviving siblings to move in with her.  Harriett was also active in St-Michael’s Anglican.  
She died on 5 February 193586 and was buried on 8 February87 in Holy Ghost Cemetery88 
(South View Cemetery) with her husband.89 

o William Skinner: Born October 1859, baptized on 30 Dec. in Basingstoke.90  He learned 
the trade and business by way of his mother, and his sister Annie worked the family business 
with him.  He never married, and he assumed the head of the business upon his mother’s 
death in 1901.  He would be the last of the Gregory “watchmakers”.  William S died on 17 
January 1918 at the Beaconsfield91 residence of sister Hartie, and he was buried on 21 
January92 in Holy Ghost Cemetery in Basingstoke, plot G232.93 

o James: Born and baptized on 6 December 1861.94  He only survived 4 days and died on the 
10th.  He is buried95 in Holy Ghost Cemetery96 in Basingstoke97, plot G151. 

o Thomas Skinner: Born in June 1863, baptized on 11 June.98  He would die at age 4 on 22 
June 186799 and be buried at the family plot in Holy Ghost Cemetery100 in Basingstoke, plot 
G157. 

o Charles: He is the last child of this family.  Born 14 March 1866,101 he would be baptized on 
18 March,102 but die on 24 March, barely 10 days old.  He is buried at the Holy Ghost 
Cemetery103 in Basingstoke,104 plot G151. 
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